DANIEL & HENRY

INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT

Staying Safe of Slippery Roads

As winter weather rolls in, we want to make sure everyone stays safe on the road — whether you’re
driving across town, across the state, or simply from your driveway to the mailbox because you don’t
want to get out of your pajamas. Here are a few reminders to help get you safely to your destination:

1. Slow Down (Yes, Even More Than You Think)
Snow and ice reduce traction, stopping distance, and our general level of confidence behind the
wheel. Reduce your speed, leave extra room between vehicles, and anticipate that you may need a
little more time to brake or turn.

2. Increase Following Distance
A good rule of thumb: leave at least 6-8 seconds of space between you and the vehicle in front of
you during inclement weather (Think of it as giving them plenty of room to make mistakes so you
don’t have to join them).

3. Avoid Sudden Movements
Sudden braking, quick acceleration, and sharp turns can cause your vehicle to lose traction. Smooth
and steady inputs are your best friend in winter weather — even if you’re running late or someone
ahead of you forgot how turn signals work.

4, Know How to Correct a Skid

If your car starts to slide, stay calm — panicking only adds spin to the situation. Ease off the gas, tap
the brakes, and gently steer the vehicle where you want to go.

5. Clear Off Your Entire Vehicle
Brush snow and ice from all windows, mirrors, lights, and the roof.
Not only does this improve your visibility, but it also prevents your car from launching a surprise
snowstorm onto the vehicle behind you. (They will appreciate this more than you know:.)

6. Keep Essentials in Your Vehicle

Always be prepared: Keep an ice scraper/snow brush, small shovel, blanket (or extra warm clothing),
phone charger, non-perishable snacks, and a little bit of extra patience!

7. Avoid Cruise Control on Slippery Roads

Cruise control can cause your tires to spin faster than conditions allow, making it harder to maintain
control. Winter weather is a “hands-on” driving situation.

8. If Conditions Look Bad, Stay Put if You Can

The safest trip is sometimes the one you decide not to take. Use good judgment, check forecasts, and
don’t hesitate to delay travel if conditions worsen.
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